
GERALD R. FORD

April 3, 1989

Dear Don:

Have your letter of March 28, 1989, to which I'm pleased to
respond.

It was my sole decision to send George Bush to the CIA. George
wanted to come back from China and Bill Colby wanted to leave
the CIA because of the Church and Pike Committee hearings. I
thought George Bush would be a good choice to straighten out
the problems in the CIA.

It was George Bush's decision to agree not to accept any Vice
Presidential nomination. I, reluctantly, agreed with his
decision. It was an uncalled for demand by the Democrats of
the Senate.

I made the sole decision to send you to Defense, put Brent
Scowcroft as head of NSC and make Kissinger only Secretary of
State. This was my idea and did it on my initiative because I
wanted "my man in Defense" and it wasn't good organization to
have one person both Secretary of State and head of NSC.

Again, I made the sole decision to make the change at Defense.
You had absolutely nothing to do with my request to have Jim
Schlesinger leave DOD.

Vice President Rockefeller asked that he not be considered for
the nomination in 1976. You were not involved.
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Bob Dole was selected in a conference in my suite in Kansas
City after I was nominated by the Convention action. You were
not present so you had nothing to do with my decision to select
Bob Dole.

I am writing you rather than someone from the news media.
believe all of the above were set forth in my book A TINE TO
HEAL - but I'm glad to reiterate the facts.

Warmest, best wishes,

The Honorable Irnaldfumsfeld
135 South La S.11e S reet
Suite 1740
Chicago, Illinois 60603


